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Institutions will have more flexibility in the use of the portion of the HEERF that is made 
available to cover an institution’s costs associated with significant changes to the delivery 
of instruction due to the coronavirus. The Department will provide a FAQ document 
regarding the allowable uses of funds for an institution’s costs shortly after making those 
funds available to institutions. 
 
 

3) Can institutions that have provided institutionally-funded emergency grants to 
students as a result of COVID-19 reimburse themselves from the funds for the 
emergency financial aid grants to students? 

The only institutionally-funded emergency grants to students that are eligible for 
reimbursement from the funds for emergency financial aid grants to students under the 
CARES Act are grants: 1) for authorized expenses related to the disruption of campus 
operations due to coronavirus as set forth in Section 18004(c) of the CARES Act; 2) made 
to students eligible to receive emergency financial aid grants under the CARES Act; and 
3) made on or after March 27, 2020, the date the CARES Act was enacted. An institution 
must use no less than 50 percent of funds provided pursuant to Sections 18004(a)(1) and 
18004(c) for emergency financial aid grants to students. An institution must document that 
reimbursements for institutionally-funded emergency grants to students are made in 
accordance with the CARES Act. 
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9)  What students are eligible to receive emergency financial aid grants from the 
HEERF?  
 
Only students who are or could be eligible to participate in programs under Section 484 in 
Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended (HEA), may receive emergency 
financial aid grants. If a student has filed a Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), then the student has demonstrated eligibility to participate in programs under 
Section 484 the HEA. Students who have not filed a FAFSA but who are eligible to file a 
FAFSA also may receive emergency financial aid grants. The criteria to participate in 
programs under Section 484 of the HEA include but are not limited to the following: U.S. 
citizenship or eligible noncitizen; a valid Social Security number; registration with 
Selective Service (if the student is male); and a high school diploma, GED, or completion 
of high school in an approved homeschool setting.  
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