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¶ For the Surgical First Assistant to fulfill this role and to become a safe, competent practitioner 
it is essential for him/her to understand the theory and principles from which techniques and 
procedures are developed and have an opportunity to apply and practice these techniques 
and procedures over an extended period of time. 

¶ The students should have an opportunity to learn this knowledge and acquire these skills in 
situations conducive to learning.  Since the primary focus of the Program is learning, 
students must accept the responsibility for their learning.  We believe this can best be 
accomplished in a community college with a combination of theory and directed clinical 
practice in the hospital setting. 

¶ The Surgical First Assist Program values communication between instructors and students to 
foster success for each student. The program reserves the right to share any and all 
information between instructors needed to achieve this success. 

¶ The instructor and the students will act with integrity and strive to engage in equitable verbal 
and nonverbal behavior with respect to differences arising from age, gender, race, disabling 
conditions and religion. 

 
SURGICAL FIRST ASSIST CODE OF ETHICS 



http://www.caahep.org/


mailto:jsand@southeast.edu
mailto:mpegram@southeast.edu
mailto:agoracke@southeast.edu
http://www.sccbookstore.com/
http://www.southeast.edu/studentservices/placement.aspx
http://www.southeast.edu/studentservices/library.aspx
http://www.southeast.edu/studentservices/student_retention.aspx
http://www.southeast.edu/studentservices/writing/default.aspx
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¶ Notification of absences shall be sent via Canvas message and should be communicated for 
every class and clinical absence to every instructor for that day.  Notification should include 
the need to attend class remotely. 

¶ Emergencies should be communicated through phone call to faculty office phone numbers.  
¶ Students should expect response to all communication within 24 hours of the next business 

day. Communication received after 3:30pm will be responded to the next business day.  
¶ Students should expect items to be graded within 48 business hours.  If instructors need 

additional time to grade items this will be communicated to the student 
 
ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS 
¶ In order to provide safe and effective patient care in the Surgical First Assist Program, the 

/calendar/
https://www.sccbookstore.com/lincoln/portal/
https://thehub.southeast.edu/library/Pages/default.aspx




10 

 

HIPAA/ PATIENT CONFIDENTIALITY 

¶ Student will adhere to strict patient confidentiality and HIPAA protocol throughout the 
duration of the program. Any violation from this protocol may result in dismissal from the 
Surgical First Assist program. 

 
ATTENDANCE 

¶ Attendance is encouraged in all classes, laboratories, and clinical externships.  The program 
uses an online, asynchronous delivery using a learning management system.  Attendance in 
the learning management system is crucial to the success of this course. Each course 
syllabus, CID and course outline will reflect the specific course policies regarding the 
importance of course participation and the success of the course. 

¶ Communication with the course instructor should occur related to absences and to receive 
makeup work. 

¶ For clinical externship course attendance, it is the responsibility of the clinical student to 
establish a set schedule of dates and times that the student plans to be in their clinical site 
logging clinical hours towards the requirement for each clinical course.   

o The two clinical courses require the following number of hours per term.  It will be the 
responsibility of the student to inform their SCC clinical instructor of their planned 
clinical days for each clinical course. 

▪ Clinical Externship 1 – 135 hours 
▪ Clinical Externship 2 – 135 hours 

o Clinical is an independent course and attendance can be dependent on hospital 
staffing. If the hospital needs the student to function in another role other than SFA 
student, it is left to hospital discretion. 

o If the student is going to be absent on any clinical days that are included in their 
routine schedule, it will be the responsibility of the student to contact the clinical site, 
preceptor and the instructor for the course to inform them of this absence.  
Communication regarding absences is required. 

¶ In the event of inclement weather, outside of the Lincoln area, follow the hospital’s policy for 
snow-days.  If inclement weather is on lab days, consult the program chair for lab 
cancellations. The college has provided a telephone number for cancellations message by 
5:00 a.m. of the day in question.  The number is 402-437-2405. This information will also be 
available on the Hub. Students are encouraged to sign up to receive notifications related to 
emergency/School cancellations through Regroup on the Hub.   

¶ Leave of absence requests will be granted for the students who want to recycle into the 
program at a later time.  To return, the student will be required to: 

o contact the Program Director to check on status for returning during leave. 
o be admitted to the next cohort if space permits 
o demonstrate skill competencies necessary to continue in the Program (See Recycle 

guidelines). 
 
DRESS CODE 

¶ The student must be neat in appearance and display clean personal hygiene.  

¶ It is suggested the students wear scrub clothes to lab activities, and are expected to dress in 
a professional manner.   
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¶ Surgical Attire - Hospitals and surgery centers will provide the surgical scrubs to be worn in 
the clinical area. Hospital policy dress code will be adhered to by students including but not 
limited to: 

o Hair is required to be completely covered at all time when in the surgical suite. 
o Beards and/or mustaches must be short and covered with appropriate OR attire in the 

surgical suite. 
o No jewelry is allowed in the surgical suite as it harbors microorganisms. 
o Fingernails must be trimmed below the pad of the finger. 
o Safety glasses or goggles are required at the clinical site and in the lab setting and will 

be provided by the clinical site and the Surgical First Assist program.  Safety glasses 
will have good top and side protection and fit the face snugly. 

o No perfume should be worn during clinical rotation as it can be offensive to others. 
 
GRADING & EVALUATIONS 

¶ Grading: All Surgical First Assist Courses utilize the current college grading scale found in 
the SCC Student Handbook. The student is responsible for reviewing all specific 
expectations related to each program course that can be found in the course Syllabi, Course 
Information Document (CID) and course outline. 

¶ SUFA 1020 Lab component:  Skills will be checked off as pass or fail. Lab participation will 
be 20% of the final grade.  

¶ Clinical Evaluations:  Formal clinical evaluations are given at mid-term, and at the end of the 
clinical rotation for Clinical Externship 1 and 2.  The evaluations will consist of both the 
surgeon preceptors input and the instructor input.(a)-3(lu2 eo)-3.35
000912 0 6[<0078>t(lu2 eo)-3.35
000912 0 6[<0078>t(lu2 eo)-3.35
000912 0 6[<0078>t(lu2 eo)-3.35
000
000912 0 6[<0078>er Clinical Extern1 0 0 1 81.384 437.83 Tiv1 0 24
1 0.384 437.83( a)-5utline
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¶ Academic integrity is expected by all students when taking exams.  No 
notes/books/handouts/electronic devices/other students etc. should be used to assist in 
answering exam questions.  All activity of the student when in the exam can be tracked by 
the course instructors. 

¶ Students are expected to not share information related to the exam with one another/discuss 
exam questions. 

¶ Any perceived/suspected cheating/academic dishonesty will result in the student receiving a 
0 for the exam grade with no discussion or justification allowed.  Following this type of 
situation, a student will then be required to have every additional exam for the remainder of 
the program proctored at their own expense. 

¶ All Midterm and Final exams will be proctored via Zoom by the instructor.  More information 
will be provided in each course regarding date and times. 

¶ When the student is not able to take the exam within the assigned time frame, the student 
should contact the instructor to take the test on the following day or five percentage points 
will be deducted from the exam for each day thereafter. 

o 

http://www.southeast.edu/CollegeCatalog/
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o Falsification of records and reports  
o Unsatisfactory classroom performance 

▪ Not meeting Surgical First Assist behavioral outcomes 
▪ Attendance abuse 
▪ Unacceptable and/or unethical behavior (against College rules) 

o Unsatisfactory and unsafe clinical performance (student may be subject to immediate 
termination without a verbal warning if their clinical performance is deemed unsafe toct to immediate 



mailto:jsand@southeast.edu
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NATIONAL CERTIFICATION EXAM  

¶ The National CSFA Certification Examination will be offered prior to graduation for all 
students who can travel to Lincoln to test on campus.  For students who live a distance away 
the program will assist in scheduling the exam individually.  

¶ Upon verification of graduation from the Program Director, each student passing the National 
Certification Examination will receive the official certification certificate from the National 
Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting (NBSTSA) awarding them with the 
CSFA credential.  

¶ 
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SMOKING, ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES OR SMOKELESS TOBACCO USE POLICY 

¶ For the health and safety of all, smoking and the use of electronic cigarette devices or 
smokeless tobacco is not permitted in the classroom, laboratory, office, or clinical sites.   

 
SOCIAL MEDIA STATEMENT 

¶ 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Surgical First Assist Program Essential Functions 
 

Performance essentials or essential functions are defined as those physical, mental, and psycho-social 
characteristics that are necessary to meet the demands of the Health Science Division Programs and eventual 
therapeutic care of patients and all tasks associated with that function. 
 
Becoming a healthcare professional requires the completion of a technical education program that is both 
intellectually and physically challenging. The purpose of this statement is to articulate the demands of the Health 
Science Division Programs in a way that allows students to compare their own capabilities against these 
demands. 
 
There are times when reasonable accommodations can be made in order to assist a student with a disability. 
Reasonable accommodation does not mean that students with disabilities will be exempt from certain tasks; it 
does mean that we will work with students with disabilities to determine whether there are ways that we can   
assist the student toward completion of the tasks. 
 
A student with a disability who wishes reasonable accommodation must request it through the Disability Services 
provider on campus. 
 
Motor Skills 
Physical strength to lift, carry, pull, and guide weights up to 5O pounds 
Ability to move about freely and maneuver in small spaces 
Tolerate bending, stooping, twisting, sitting, kneeling, standing, squatting or walking for extended (8-12 hour shift) 
periods of time 
Possess fine motor skills 
Maintain balance 
Agility to respond in an emergency situation 
 
Communication Skills 
Process, comprehend and communicate information (verbal and written) effectively, legibly, in a timely manner, in 
the English language, and with individuals from various social, emotional, cultural, and intellectual backgrounds. 
 
Cognitive/Critical Thinking Skills 
Collect, measure, calculate, analyze, interpret, and apply information
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APPENDIX B 
 



19 

 

APPENDIX C 
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Complete 2023 PAC Attendee List 

 

 


